
borlnuers, to see the careful manner In which they
Brit touched t .e slippery Ice, to notice the painful
swaying oi their bodies as they endeavored to main¬
tain their equilibrium, tue unaccountable maimer In
which their feel benared. and the grotesque altitudes
which tnc\ presented when the fall did come and
they found themselves embracing the Ice at last.
Home of the collisions, too, were |vcry mirth-pro¬
voking. lu 0110 Instance, two young men were as-

s.si.iig two uuiitf lud.es, whom they were facing.
A3 iney were going backward they failed to see a

cluni- be-'.niier who somehow contrived to fall just
as the quiiiici approached. (Iver the tyro's fallen
body ih interesting group was prostrated, aud
ttrve or four others w ho were following cb se bo-
liiu i, hclug unable on account of the crowded state
of i lo guide themselves out of the wuy, also
i :i,' who.e presenting a most mixed up spectacle
o. fallen hu na iltjr.
Throughout the day a living stream set in in the

di cction or tho i art, und many hundreds must
have enjoyed themselves at tho various ponds. At
the cur nig p ud some of Scotia's sons were lndulg-
nt.i in tueir lavorite national game. Tney looted
con!, one trmt.einan pai ticuiarly, who seemed to
have innie arm. presenting a face which for glow
sr\i ru .iinuss was a subject worthy the brush of
AUj itl'liaLi

TOE EMPIRE CtTY RINK.
Aw predicted in the Herald of yesterday, there

was excellent ice nt this fashionable report for
isiale.s. lieto, beneath Hie shelter of walls and roof,
a ..,rg nunioer of persons collected to exercise
then eives upon their steel shod feet, and over the
large o.v au-e of lee which was open to the visitors
vehi.ieay bouio very excellent displays ofekatlng
were nude. .Music played, brigut eyes spurkled,
mi.ry l.ps chatted. Handsome men flirted, pretty

is lau .'hid, and the fun generally was fast
a.nl lurious. A targe number of the gentler
s x grai od the Icy surface and showed their skill
up sk.uea by performing some feais of skill which
ai.ido many or tho males present quite envy the
pretty Utuo loet wiiloU could be guided to perform
sucu clover evolutions, The arrangements at the
ri:.k w ro very comfortable, the buildings were well
wanned, and quite a large number or spectators
wore present to watch Hie gliding throng as tney
Skimmed ubout upm the lee. The company here
was of qude a different character to that observable
ai me Park. W uatever other differences there might
have been, all v, ere alike lu being well dressed and
wa-.uly clad. When the immense ediilce was lit up
the sight presented was a most ehchantiug one. The
bnlitant ,;as lamps were reflected on the glassy sur-
lace beneath, the bright toilets of the ladles and the
glistening steels of the skates flashed upon the c.ve
and uclpod to uia.e up a coup d'odf of great beauty.

IN BROOKLYN.
<pi!te a large number of the inhabitants of this

city -especially umoug the youth of both sexes.
i. a' Christmas nay on skates. From early morn¬
ing the cats leading to the Unlou and Oapltoline
ponds wore tilled with warmly clad lads and lasses,
wiio. won Hku'.es In hand, were bound to brave the
seventy 01 the weather at one or other of these
B>atonal paradises. The Prospect Park cars also
did a good business all day In conveying the hun¬
dreds of Bkaters who proceeded to (lie ponds to
enjoy the luuluics provided by the Park Commit
stomirs,

THK UNION TOND.
Always good Ice here, and always a large attend¬

ance 01 skaters. Yesterday every preparation had
been made lor the accommodation of a more than
usually large crowd, and the proprietor was not dis¬
appointed in his expectation. The l£e had been care¬
fully suiootubd, uli rough spots removed, the surrace
swept and cuiciulur cleaned. The waiting rooms
and refreshment department had been also tho¬
roughly overhauled. A steady stream of visitors set
in emly lu tho morning and throughout the day the
ire wu well coveted with skaters. Some very excel¬
lent displays of skaiiug were made by amateurs,
both lady au 1 gentleman, and some very amusingexhibitions ol clumsiness were made by beginners,
mostly gentlemen. A band of music was In atteu-
dance utnl added considerably to the enjoyment of
those present Soino novel attractions are in pre¬paration at tills pond, of whlctt the management
will give due uotice. The Union is easily reachod by
Kew Yorkers, Wlillamsburgers and Brouklynltes.

T11B CAP1TOLINK.
Good Ice and good company, good music and good

skating. Tuts pond has always beon among the best
going, and the alterations made this year have im¬
proved it somewhat. The cold wind had free course
over the pond yesterday, and tho skaters had no
protection lrotn its blusts; but despite the cold, a
large nu.nbr of ladies aud |j gentlemen evidently
enjoyed themselves in the pursuit of tills popular
sport. The gentlemen kept their noses warm by
smoking, and the lames wrapjxd themselves care¬
fully in then' lurs, and so the sport went on until the
pond w as ciearcu for the night.

THE PK(I81'ECT PAKE PONII.
The ponds at Prospect Park, which are to Ilrook-

lynlten what Central Park Is to Sew York, were fairly
covered by skaters yesterday. Tho character of the
crowd was similar to that of the gathering at the
Park.a jolly, merry-making assemblage, evidently
out for a holiday, with minds made up to make the
most of it. Tho ice was In splendid condition, having
been caroiuUy p.unod on Thursday, and it was clear
as any yet seen th s season. Over this surface the
swaying skaters rn-hed at almost lightning speed,
their glittering steels flushing back tlie sunshine in
the face of the spectator, ihe number of skaters
lucreased ail througu the aliernoon. and the ponds
were well lilled uatil the bull rang and the Ice was
cleared.

IDE DAY IN UUOOkLYY.

The advent of tlie great anniversary of the Christian
era may he truly said to have been observed in a
fitting and becoming manner. The adults Joined In
giving thanks to the beneficent Creator for all his
blessings, which are all embodied in the occasion
commemorated In the holy festival originated In
Bethlehem, where the Infant Saviour, bora of the
Blessed Virgin, guided the wise men of the East
more than eighteen centuries ago, and where
the promise of the first and long ex¬

pected coming of the Messiah was fulfilled.
The juveniles, too, were filled with the Joy of the
great event, and partook of that air of happiness
which prevailed, and Joined, without exactly com¬

prehending why, In the prevailing gladness of the
Uod-lovhrg people of their households. Mucn zest
was glveu to their pleasant emotions, it Is need-
less to say, by the liberal bestowal of gifts
suitable to their respective Ideas of that which
Is good. In tho distribution of such articles
of holiday wares as toys and sugar CRUdies It Is
not at all surprising that grown persons (indulgent
parents and others) should have recourse to such
an invention as that genial old sonl of liberality.
Hants tlaus, who is not only doomed to bear upon
his back on Christmas Eve a burden of many
thousand tons weight of miscellaneous articles for
little boys and girls, hut ts also compelled to bear
the odium of tho abuse and vituperation
of such youngsters as arc not altogether
pleased with what he has left for them.
Toungsters as well as "oldsters" are often very
capricious nnd not always appreciatively grateful;
but km kruigl" bus broad suouiders, and these lat¬
ter form an insurmountable barrier against the
assaults of tho lutie malcontents. Judging, bow-
ever, from the smiling laces seen at windows and
on the streets during the day the children have been
pretty well, gem rally speaking, satisfied with the
patronage Im.sio.voJ by the mysterious benefactor of
tho Juvenile race.
Lon r before tne first gray streak of early dawn

w js di^ecrnaole In tho eastern horizon the street* of
tho city and auburlis were lined with men ai d
women hurrytn r to the church1*, in their commend-
able piety and devotion hasting to oner their first
ji aises to tiod. At half-past five o'< lock grand high
mass was celebrated in all the Catholic churches. at
bi. James' (tue Cathedral), St. l au. s. St. Mary's(Star of the Heal, HUPeter'n, Ht. Patrick's, m. Jo¬
seph's, St, Stephen's, m. Cnsries Porromco's, the
Assumplma, Annunciation, Our Lady of Mercy,
the Immaculate Conception and others. Several
of the o were most tastefully decorated with
evergreens, wiilf ah were b-uuttftilly lighted up, iho
Hilars and chaa :cla being In several Instances per¬
fectly du/>iing with Uie raiituiceof hundreds of wax
tapers an I ga.i Jet*. Tn<> ..star of Bethlehem"
Ji"hied over tlie aitur in some of tlie churches ua<i|x
line c(feat. V.iun the celebianl, deacon and suo-
dcacon emerged from the vestry, aecotn-
pained by 1,. incrous aco'yf'*. ali elivnntly
attired In their ho.iday voaimen.s, and us-
slimed 1 Ucli" positions at the altar the choir
karat forth, blending wi.h the rich devotional tone*
of t to organ, and swelling rapturously in words of
p> also tii ,ove of the Creator, lu the rendition of the
re U A mi.hi m, apnea.od to and found many an
echo iu the hcuit.s of the faitldul in attendance,
.tiler the gospel had been read a sermon was
preachc.L teiiing of the infinite mercies of God to
His pen,vie; how after iho fail of Adam through dla-
.hudicuce, which sin on at led such liicalcolal.le laise-
ries upou his posterity, He promised through ills
pro; litis thai lie would come to redeem ail
i aukiiid ; that for four thousand years
I ie Ju.,1 f.isti had been Inched for and
urd nt.y pray ed for, but when at la.it. as bad been
1 r> t ii iho "Star of Betlth hstn'" guided the wi<e
In u U> tii stable, where, between an ox sad ail ass.
wrapped tn swaddJug clothes. was found tne longbolovi i.. ill anticipated Ah ssiuli, the jieople turned
away and i chafed uo; in liiui. ich w us the world.
itiQ/b lev el not In Cod, because he was horn In
poverty and not lh pomp and mate. Ir in thisira.n
of thought telling Keroioua were preached, and iue
I mrli. 'in/it were exalted and tbu rich tumbled,
aud Strong appeals were mi.de to Christian
< irli . Towardstuo cloieof cu"h of tic mawsoe
collection* wore lst.cn up in all the churches uj a.J
of the i in ic Orphan children of the city, the
to in am ,t i. a ributed was about $lo,ooo. Low
masrea wcic s ud theu alter lirst mass. In continued
woessalon n«. wi.th thousanda of persons reoelved
holy c iiumu .lou, until half-past ten o'clock, wam
gianu nub luass was celebrated.

in Uie Proteatuii Bpiscipel cTudM.es, which
were bc'autUuiif ornamented with evergreensInteriorly, mri/ ci wore held both mom-
lug and evening. Die tnus al scivIcom at
the church ot the Holy Trinity, Hi. Pout's, Ma e
Htr.'cf ; Ht. James, corner of Lafayetti avenue and
lia I St. Joun n, corner r»? ionnii jn &u<\ Wgtali*
iiigton stret ts, and Christ church, uedlonl svenae,
we, of u oapertor order.

'1 be varmrs Kunduy actio.,Is pfnrrtwl happyoceiMM yeetaidof tnornlng, tin rum facet of i;,e
liriie oiu M having the appearance or ripe peachesar.cr en on ti ring the piercing winds m jm
iita thoir b mm to the >c:ion.s. an tui.r

excitement over tbs gifts and tlie
of Santa Claus not having subsided, their
little tongnes made the rooms huin with joyful mu¬
sic. The little bells upon tho desks of the superin¬
tendents had to be Jingled pretty lively sometimes in
order to quiet the prattle. All the rooms were los-
tooncd with evergreens, and Christmas trees were
put np in different pla :cs and loaded with gifts. The
exercises consisted of singing and speaking, after
which the presents were distributed among the
scholars.
There was a very pleasant entertainment yester-

day morning at tho Bethel of Plymouth church, in
Ilicks street, on which occasion tho hearts of tho
scholars were gladdened with handsome Christmas
gifts. There were calces, candles, oranges, Ac., in
abundance. A iurge number of books. were
also distributed. The exercises opened with
a voluntary on the organ by Mr. Brown, after which
there was some good singing by the children. Mr.
George Bell, the Superintendent, tnado a fervent

&raver and read a portion of the Scriptures, when
r. Theodore Tilton was introduced and made some

appropriate remarks. TUe room was elaborately
decorated with ovcrgreena and trees.
The Sands street Methodist Episcopal Church Mis¬

sion celebrated its twentieth annlvefeary In the
church yesterday morning. This church has one of
the largest schools in the city, and the scholars look
forward to their Christmas anniversary in the cliuroh
with the liveliest anticipations, for the occasions
arc always pleasant. The scholars were served
wtth their Christinas gifts and refreshments,
the Christmas pieces were sung, and remarks raadtt
by the Superintendent and others, when the scholars
separated and returned to their homes witn
happy hearts.
The York street Methodist Episcopal Sabbath

school had their Christmas anniversary yesterday,
and It passed of in a pleasant manner. The chil¬
dren sang their Christmas hymns and received their
gifts and re fre«hnients. Some appropriate speeches
were made, when the school was diseased.
The Washington street Methodist Episcopal Sab¬

bath school had a pleasant entertainments In the
school room adjoining the church. After the sing¬
ing and speaking the gifts were distributed to the
scholars, consisting of boxes of candies, oranges
ami books.
There was a grand entertainment last night at the

Johnson street Methodist Episcopal church, corner
of Jay and Johnson streets. A large staging was
erected over tho pulpit, which the school occupied.
Ami from which the.v sang and rendered declama¬
tions, Ac. One of the most pleasing features was
the sudden appearance of a Sauta Claus, who dis¬
tributed various gifts from his huge load.
The children connected with the Fleet Rtreot

Methodist Episcopal Sabbath School bad a pleasant
entertainment yesterday morning, on which occa¬
sion boxes or candies, books, Ac., were presented
to the children.
At the South Congregational church, corner of

Court and President Btreeta, there was a pleasant
entertainment in tho evening, consisting of musi¬
cal and other exercises. H
A Christmas entertainment was given last even¬

ing at the Methodist Episcopal church in Warren
street, which was largely attendee and passed oil'
very pleasantly.
Tne Sabbath school of t£e Genevan Presbyterian

church, corner of Gates avenue and Hunter street,
gave a Christmas entertainment and musical festival
last evening, which was a pleasant affair.
The public buildings were, of coarse closed, as

were also the stores throughout the city during the
dar. The liquor stores, however, were kept open
and served as a dangerous source of attraction to
many customers who entered, bent upon wish¬
ing a "Merry Christmas," aud did not leave
until decidedly merry. The day was exceedingly
cold, and the dust blew tn clouds, causing one to rub
both eyes and nose constantly while out of doors
and while within to enjoy tho more fully the sub¬
stantial comforts of home and the Christmas hearth.
Yet tho skating ponds, Prospect Park in particular,
were patronized, despite the high cold north wind
w hlch came in with boisterous greeting across tho
river aud over the country surrounding, making tho
checks of the skatera ruddy and their eyes to shine
brighter than before. H
The matinees at Ilooiey's Opera nouse and Mrs. F.

B. Conway's Park theatre, given at two o'clock in
the alternoon, were well attended, the houses being
filled. In tiie evening similar good fortune befell
these popular places of amusement, and Jolly people,
big and little, gathered to give both houses "a bene¬
fit." The great veteran king of wizards and ven¬
triloquists, Signer Blitz, entertained hundreds of
people at his performances at the Athenuiuw, both
afternoon and evening.

Business was entirely suspended in the Eastern
District, and the streets had a .sabbathltke aspect,
with the exception perhaps or a greater number of
pernmbulallng votaries of Bacchus.
Tho only place of amusement In the district,

lloolev's Opera House, was crowded afternoon and
evening, and thousands wero rendered happy by the
delightful pcrloruiaiiccs and the elegant presents
bestowed by Santa Clans.
The Union and Favorita skating ponds were

densely crowded by the brave and the fair during
the entire day, but 110 accident or disturbance oc¬
curred.
Among the many joyous assemblages on Christmas

Eve none happh-r could be found, and none had
more cause for happiness, than that which met in
Christ's church, Bedford avonue, Brooklyn, of which
Rev. Alfred H. Partridge Is rector, The friends of
the Sunday school of that congregation had pre¬
pared their customary Christmas tree, and at the
usual hour for service the chitrcU was opened, and
the children of the school, attended by their teach¬
ers, parents and friends, entered to receive the offer¬
ings so bountifully provided for them bv kindly
hands. The church is moat handsomely decorated,
the wreaths and garlands around the chancel,
font, pillars and windows exciting special
admiration; but all these evidences of taste
and beauty were lost upon the Juvenile throng,
whose eager glances at once fell upon the towering
evergreen which stood near the chancel, its boughs
bending benoath the load of books, bonbons and
other evidences of tho liberality and good will of
their friends. At the conclusion of the services,
which were of a more than usually impressive and in¬
teresting character.the children Joining in the
anthems and hymns.the gifts were distributed, and
tho bright smiles which beamed on every lace
showed that each youug heart there was for the time
supremely happy. This was one of those quiet, un¬
obtrusive affairs which pertain particularly to the
City of Churches,whose citizens are ever foremost in
good works.
Christmas Eve was duly celebrated at Public

School No. 8 by a most commendable exhibition of
the pupils, under the direction of the Principal, Mr.
John B. Beale. Tho proceedings commenced tn tho
primary classes with a calls: henlu performance i,y
the littlo ones and some excellent singing. A very
agreeable episode took place here. It was the pre¬
sentation or a few parting gifts to the ITfnctpal of
the primary school, Miss Frtuk, by the children and
her associate teachers on the occasion of her resig¬
nation. The most interesting part of the exhibition
was lothe grammar department, comprised of mx
classes of boys. The exercises consisted of
dialogues, recitations, singing end pianoforte
playing. The most cousplcnouc pupils In
these performances.which, we must soy, did ample
credit to the MitOOi and its principal.were Masters
Davis, Malioney, Grove, Brers, Kreckieton, .Small,
Davenport, T. D. Lyons, Bates and Moore. A duet
from ihe opera of "Martha," performed on the
piano, t>y Masters Willie Lyons and Frank Berry,
was rendered in most commendable sljie and gave
great satisfaction, rpdh the whoie the exhibition
gave evidence of the advance which the public
schools or Brooklyn are making in the nducntlon of
the youth of that city. After the exercises were
concluded diplomas were delivered to the most de¬
serving pnpQs of the six c'nssen bv Mr. Frothing*
ham on ochalf of the Board of Education, Alter
some appropriate remarks by this gentleman and
Messrs. Freeman, McliriUo and Armstrong the com¬
pany dispersed.

THE D.4Y II !\EW JERSEY.

TTie Christmas festivities in New Jersey were not
characterized by any remarkable drmon«trnMvenoss
oat of doors owing to the somewhat severe weather.
The day was unquestionably a delightful one. the at¬
mosphere clow, bright, beautiful and bracing; but
the cold was rather keen. Jersey Chj under any cir¬
cumstances, however, nffords few opportunities for
open air diversion, not being noted for elthor Its
parks, avenues or boulevards,, and no skating ponds
such aa arc afforded by the neighboring metropolis,
and consequently young New Jersey wm unable to
enjoy this fascinating pastime. Hut what was lack¬
ing in outdoor recreation was amply supplied by the
inost enjoyable attractions within doors, where
cheery firesides, assembled friends and bonnteous
boards were the rule, and made tho Christmas < r
lsas as pleasant a recollection as were any of the eel-
bratlona of that festival In days that have fled.
The inmates of the almshouse at Snake Hill. Tfud

son city, were treated ton ."omptuous dinner, and
In the afternoon the doors were filing open and all
visitors were allowed to mingle with the orphans,
the decrepit and the afflicted. Rooks which w< ro
cast away at the schools through the different cities
were collected and given to the youths, who were
most thankful for the attentions thus aliown them.
Numerous presents of all klnda were distributed,
and It was edifying to observe the wonderful change
in the ron lit ion of the poor, whose lot is so gloomy
In Hits mansion or poverty.
The <iay was most religiously observed In Jersey

City, and seldom havo larger congregations been
wI'nessed at tieditlerent churches. In several of
thee the services w ere grand and lmpre<slve. Tho
midnight mass ,«t Ht. Peter's church, on Grand street,
was attended bv a large congregation, and it would
tie difficult to exaggerate the effect of the sublime
ceremonies of the Church on the occasion. Tlfb
feelings of awe Hnrt veneration which overshadow
the soul In presetted of tlds brilliant sjieeiacle. In
tnat hour when sd around Is silence and
gloom, Qirvn'o the christian above the tares und
lo llies of the world till he enjoys sweet communion
with lils Ma,,er. Holenin high roars was cele¬
brated, and the organ pealed out with more than
its wonted power and sweetness.-certainly with n
more ovcri ow, ring effect. A double quartet choir
was rugajpu for the occasion. Another solemn
icshh was celebrated at hall pa«t fen. when llaydn's
No. a Mess w.h p.-rfurincfl by Neuendorfs or< nostra.
A large number of persons of other persuasion*
were present at this mass. On all lenlvals an
excellent choir lit engaged for tnis church, and (ho
lovers of sacred music, without distinc tion of < roc d,
lloek thitner on such occasions. In tnis reaped M.
Peter's oliurtni has no rival In the .state. Midnight
ina-<s"8 were also (¦ .ifbrsteri In si. I onifnrc r nun n
|i.i'rnmni and St. Joseph's chureh, Hudson tjlty. At
st, Mark's Hpi copal Churcnthe Ilev. dr. HctrongiQit
outdated, nnil the l/>r;'s upi r wa. adiuiin-' r >l.
in iue le ture room of the i »r-i, res it. ,u.i cuui i,

on.Washinptnn street. f!ie Gorman Mission h'irirt iv
schoj. Imi I tii annual celebration. Grace ( imr i
was beautU'ull- decoraM ami festoons of eve-
greens were twined along the walla In profusion,
la St. Mary's church, llobokea, thure waKuboleian
mass, at which the Foster Quartet Oiub sung.

In Newark
the cold weather chased all the gayety and merri¬
ment that Invariably characterizes Christmas out of
the streets, and the city out of doors wore an exceed¬
ingly gloomy aspect throughout the day. Even the
time honored horns and trumpets of Young America
failed to announce the presence of Juvenility. Peo¬
ple generally, however, seemed to think tait this
holiday was "tnore honored 1' the breach than tiro
observance." If there was little Joyousm-ss ap¬
parent in the streets there was un increa e l
exuberance of aplrlta within doors and around the
family fireside and well laden board thronged thou¬
sands of happy, happy faces, each one glowing with
cheerfulness and delight, such as might properly be
considered appropriate to tho anniversary of the
day which witnessed tne birth of the Saviour of tho
world. The churches were unusually well attended.
In St. Patrick's cathedral the day was ushered In by
the celebration of a Pontifical bigh mass. In which
the Right Rev. Bishop llayley o(belated as celebrant,
Rev. lather G. 11. Doane us assistant
priest, Rev. J. Rolando as deacon, Rev.
Father Smith as sub-deacon and Rev. Father 0.
O'Rlelly as master of ceremonies. Farmer's grand
mass comprised the musio. The salos were effec¬
tively rendered by Mr. Kronenberg, tenor; Mrs. Mc-
Glnnis, aaprano; Mr. Mullin, basso, and tho con¬
certo parts by a well trained volunteer chorus. At
this and the subsequent services, which lasted all
through the forenoon, the attendances were very
large. TUe splendid edifice was Blmnly but very
neatly decorated with evergreens. The altar was
very handsomely dressed. In beautiful letters
across the antepmnium were tho words "Ve-
nlte Adoremus." The tabernacle was adorns l with
bouquets of choice flowers. Several of the other
Catholic churches were aiRo models of beauty iu the
matter of decoration and richness of services. At
the House of Prayer, where ritualism Is extensively
observed, there was also a midnight service, which
was participated In by quite a large congregation.
The Interior of this edifice has recently undergone
a great change. The ceilings and Walls aremow ra¬
diant in all tne glory of polychromatic art. Here,
too, was there an abundance of evergreen wreaths
and garlan 's. The rector, Rev. H. Godwin, officiated.
The musical and religious services at this and morn¬
ing service were exceedingly attractive. Trinity
church was crowded as usual on such occasions.
Tho music was excellent, and so was an eloquent
sermon, preached by the rector, Rev. Dr. Melr
Smith.
One of the few places where the day was not ap¬

propriately observed was the Soldiers' Homo. Here
the inmates got Into a disgraceful row In tho after¬
noon, in the course of which a one-armed poor
wretch hod his lip nearly bitten off by a savage com¬
rade. The Injured was arrested orj a charge of
drunkenness and a breach of the peace. It Is not a
little singular that he should be named George Law.

In Trenton.
Business was almost entirely suspended yester¬

day. Services were held In almost ail t'ae ohurohes.
In the Irish and German Catholic churches the day
was ushered In with the celebration of midnight
mass, at which Immense congregations assisted.
Ralls, fairs and featlvltl es characterized tho social
features of the day. With tho exception of a few
arrestB for drunxennes.s and some a'oor'ive a! tempts
at creating "masses" nothing transpired to dese¬
crate the occasion.

TDE DAY ELSEWHERE.

Christmas Celebration in Washington.
Washington, l)ec. 25,1388.

The celebration of Christmas to-day was unusually
good. Business being generally suspended the pub¬
lic mind was engrossed by the sole idea of how best
to commemorate the birthday of our Saviour. All
of the churches In which services were hold, and
particularly those of the Catholics, were crowded
with persons engaged In the usual prayers and cere¬

monies. The streets presented a lively and ani¬
mated appearance, being crowded from morning
until a late hour at night. This evening a largo
number of private and public holiday parties appro¬
priately closed the celebration of a day so fraught.
with good tidings to humanity and tho country,
which the Christian world will ever delight to honor.

Christmas in Philadelphia.
PllII.ADKI.PHIA, Dec, 25, 1808.

Christmas Day was observed in tho usual Btyle
here. The weather was clear. Tho thermometer at
ten o'clock A. M. showed twenty-four degrees. Tho
newspapers, without exception, will suspend publi¬
cation on the day following Christmas, for the Crst
time in many years. Among other Christ mas cele¬
brations to-day tue newsboys, to the number of 164
were entertained by a Bumptuotls Christinas dinner
at the Ledger building. Mr. Chllds presented about
jsio.ooo to tho employes of the I'hUuileipbia Ledger
establishment.

Christmas in Boston.
Boston, Dec. 25,1SS3.

The observance of Christmas to-day was moro

general among all classes of citizens than evei bo-
fore. Business was entirely suspended. Tho wcatnor
was cold but pleasaut.

DESPERATE EMEJTc NEAR NEWARK. N. J.

SiMRalnnrT Conflict Between Noktom and
(Jerwmiw.Five Persona Injured.Tim Saloon
dotted.Ten or the Negroes Arrested.
About ten o'clock on Christmas Evo a despe¬

rate rencontre took place In a lager beer Baloon
kept by a German named Herman Eaclimann, at
No. 109 McKenzie street, located In a part of Clinton
mil known as "Mexico," just outside the limits of
the city of Newark, in the conrao of which throe
Germans and two ne troes wero uadly Injured by au in¬
discriminate use of pistols, knives, clubs and glasses.
It appears that a party or colored persons of both
sexes had hired the dancing room connected with the
saloon for the purpose of having a landango, and were
about commencing operations, between thirty and
forty of the party having arrived In the barroom,
when a Teutonic white man enterod and took um¬

brage at some remark made by a negro. Brandish¬
ing an iron t>ar he begin menacing tho crowd of
darkles, And finally they mado an cfTort to put blm
out. To prevent this the barkeeper, William Krug,
the son-in-law of the proprietor, came to his assist¬
ance. At this jttctura Frederick Kelber, a resident
of No. 114, nearly opposite, dropped In. and then the
mel£e became general. Here, it would se 'tn, krig.
the barkcoper, turned out the lurh's and darted np
stairs in miest of a revolver, with which he soon re¬
turned. Previous, how over, the darkles bad cm-
nienccd using similar weapons, in addition to knives,
clubs and lager beer glasses, with terrific clTci t.
Hearing 'hat her husband was being well nigh k tied,
Mrs, Kelber appeared upon the seme in the mulst of
the prevailing darkne-s, and w as herself spotdtlf
placed horn 0e wnibat. Some time during t i1
height of the Omenta the proprietor, Mr. Pack-
maim, came in. and lie, too, was quickly Uooih|
bv a bu'let from one of 'ho revo rs a'
ihe forehead. I«avlng n regn'.ir furrow In the
flesh. According to the statement i" the white* the
negroes, male ami leniah, ought li e savmrcs. n >J
after the lights were axtinguls icl wrere rpntc active
In wounding encu other. Ha l i". not been for tin
putting out of the lights there It ut'e doubt tint'
the result would have been eveu more serious i m
It really is. 1'hOM who are ktnwn to have been
Injured more or less s::rl usy are Mr. Knob-
mann, Frederick Kelber, cabled three times in
the lace and lieadj Wlllmm hrig, ncverety out
tn several place on tho h ad, nppa ." My vi h u
glass: Charles Hicks, colored, si te wo u i tn for --

arm from pistol bullet: John Kne lt, mniattot <i:w-
gerous wound Hi tho left hip, a'sot result ul a pistol
shot. Mr. Roll>er sustained f ever" brui< i. bn' noth-
logitiatlslikely 10fesnitser; us'v. indeed there h
no reason to apprehend an.>iii,,u n, »

thocn-cit. The adr.i.v only * led ni er tdiea.jotui
was completely gutr-d. Tl e u ju« then we.:;:
through Hie till and carried o:r p* cent n
which only amounted to aoinn nmr ,» doha.s
They also stole a shawl I* glng to fis.
Kelber, and about "J,is.*) ciy. vi 'ed yrs-
terday the place presented «. ry nppearfincof what had been a (Prions h,title, ire wai.s
and doors were pioried with i.. kw than liftouu
lieilcts, and Hie hull-, tablet af bar were turns-
formed Into ouo conglomerate no: :are Of fragniriu-.
Yesterday afternoon detective in st lis ier end
oncers Wyuaa, c. Williams, url.lt
effected the arre-it or the allege l en .,r pat tlcipan s
IntheafflUr and lodged thvni 14 the City iTUou to
nwnit examination ou a series <>' hnrge* preferred
by the man Httticr. Tl so ait Thomas Jackson,
GeOtge JerTcrsoo. .lercm ah Clover, triha Murray,
Oliver Jro kson, John lotioasa. Jane VVT .tins, John
Jackson and henry and Mary h< «i i *. I art of tl>< «e
VI rs captured tu Holmes' u<iOy sot) the ol icrs in a
vile place in CommercO stmt, lifter cm IdernK'o
trouble. Ah a matter of course tueafft li iiai throwu
"Mexico" iuto a wild alalo of OXSUctai nt.

A REMARKABLE Will CASE IN Vttr.iT.
[from the St Alfian* MetSfflger, I c. a:t.J

In February, inn, a Mr. Car-y nun <1 aMtf>e
'omberson, or Milton, vt.. aged at <ei t fry jc.irs mid
rorth about (M,(Mk A verbalUt'n inent was made
«foro marriage teat Carey should imve mo use of
boot half Ihe lady's property. In An, i, iv>.-., tho
i ly died, ami a will appeared, made years i e
re the marriage. by wiit"h most of h<\ : rot or v w :is

Jvet to the Aineruan Missioned} y ami tho
ongreoattotal hot lety of Milton. 7. * in us of the
itceaeed ttppesr st Ceutsstsnu) of t'ej will, inking
:ratnd tkul the marriage ol Men Tomlwrsnn tnvait-
lated mid Km rcvo.ei the will. rti« rase is to
t. Signed .) prii. At' ter ill: >' <11* IK ! (pit stion
ri'ies Ire in tins c'" w u; n r < tse vi ., wind are 'bo
ighis of the I soarid Tilts has been nhmltted to
nbli ahon, u/i i, a r ssvenicei A r r h is r--

tilled in k t i'IIic persona proie < ofilioii. <a*ul

CJTX IVTLLLlSGXrS.

The WisiTiiKit Ykmhuiuy .The following record
nil! feliow tlia changes la the t. mporature for ilia
pufit tweuty-'our hours, as indicated by the ther¬
mometer al Hudnut's pnurmacv, Herald Building,Broadway, corner of Ann street,:.
£ A. U 13 3 P. M 22# A. M 13 fl P. M 22
« A. U 16 0 P. M 2312 41 13 U P. 61 23Average temperature 19

Average temperature Thursday 17#
Sudden Death..An Inquest was held yesterday

by Coroner Flynn at No. 21 Cherry street over the
remains of Mrs. Johanna Holland, aged forty, who
was found dead In her bed yesterday morning. Thepost-mortem examination by Dr. Knox showed thatdeath had boon caused by hoart disease.
Fatal Accident..Citarles Connor, the cartman

who was burled boueath an embankment on Thurs¬
day at No. 1C Walker street, as ulready reported In
the Herald, died yesterday at the New York Hospi¬tal from the effects of the injuries so received. The
body was allowed to be removed to the late reshleuce
of the deceased, ut No. 137 Mott street, where Coro¬
ner I'lynn will hold an inquest co-day.
Death from Croton oil..Coroner Flynn held

an inquest yesterday at No. 0 Miuetta lane over the
body of Mary Ellen liiggs, aged six weeks, who died
from the effects of oroton oil given her by her grand¬mother, Mrs, Mary Barinore, In mistake for sweet
oil; as directed by itie attending physician. The
jury rendered a verdict in accordance with the facts
and exonerated the grandmother train all wilful in¬
tent.
PicsrocKET Arrested..Officer Delaney, of tho

Third precinct, arrested Patrick Clancey yesterday
on a charge of ltavlug stolen a silver watch from the
vest pocket of Robert Flynn, a resident of orango
county, as the latter was asleep in a Jersey City ferry
boat, one of the other passengers saw the there com¬
mitted and the watch pas ted by Clancey to a confed¬
erate, who escaped. Wncu arraigned buforo Alder¬
man Cowan, at tho Tombs Court, Clancey was heid
for trial at the Special Sessions.
Accidental DEAjn..About eight o'clock last

night c. known as "Andrew," and a tailor
by occuHRn, was found dead in the hallway of No.
19 Ann street. Deceased was employed on the pre¬
mises, and had been drinking early in the evening.
Borne tlmo before he was lound ho procured a can
and started out for sotne beer, and upon search
being instituted, owing to his long absence, he was
found as stated. Conshleraole blood had oo/ed from
his cars, and the physician was of the opinion that
his skull was fractured or his neck broken. Olfloer
caslunau sent lor assistance, an«l the body was con-
voted to ine Second precinct station house, and the
Coroner notifled. Deceased was about ilfty years of
age, and it is believed that he fell down stairs, with
the result above Described.

UoTULil CiiiLiT BllGLiilT.

A Bute Blown Open and Ten Thousand Dol¬
lars in Jewelry Stolen.

Anothcroftbo.se daring and successful burglaries
winch of late have been so frequent in this city,
where the burglars have apparently taken the
greatest rusks and have escaped with their spoils
entirely undetected, was discovered Thursday night
In the Fifteenth ward.
At an early hour of the evening a gang of burglars

forced an entrance Into tho basement of the build-
lug No. 646 Broadway, occupied, together with the
drat or street floor, by J. Edward Byland t, auction
and commission merchant. Once within the build-
lug the burglars had an unobstructed range of the
basement and first floor, but found nothing to re¬
ward them for their enterprise, as all the articles
were too bulky to bo Bufely removed. They had
then proceeded to the uillce occupying the rear por.
Hon of the first floor aud inspected the huge safe,
containing diamond jowelry valued at $10,00J, aud
which fact was doubtless known to them, and theso
diamonds, guttering through iron plates and
brick walls, had tempted them to their hazardous
enterprise. At any rato they wont provided with the
means or working their way into the safe, and they
again Incurred great risks in the method which they
udopted of forcing It open. Filling the lock with
powdji' qad attaching a U a, they i.ghte 1 it, and, as
a consequence, m a moment the lock was torn off
and the front oi' the sate was lmrat open. The bu rg-
lnrs hnstlly gathered the artiolen of value in the
safe and made their e 'cape entirely unobserved.
The most remarkable events connected with this

burglary aro vet to bo narrated, and tboy are such
as place it iu tho rront rank of operations of its klad.
'ina store on Thursday evening was open until an
unusually lato hour, it being Christmas Eve, uud won
not closed until nearly ten o'clock. At that hour of
tho evening Broadway is a,.ill crowded with pedes¬
trians iu that locality, and the store Is, moreover,
next door to u large eating houso, where poo-
plo are constantly passing in and out. Yet
the burglars assumed all tho chances and entered at
that early hour, for Just b '.ore elevcu o'clock, when
an officer of the Fifteenth precmt tried the basement
door, he found it unfastened, i nturiug the building
he found the basement fl.ieJ with smoke and tho
.melt of powder, and going up stairs discovered the
mischief which hai beau done, other policemen
wore hastily sannnoued uud a thorough search of
t ie premises and of the neighboring building was
made, bat, it is hardly necessary to add, with¬
out securing any of the depredators. That tney
had hastily nod the moment they ua i accomplished
tueif work was plainly evident by tue fact that they
had left liehlnd them in the ofllco a complete out lit
of burglar's Implements, such as jimmies, chisels,
wedges and saws, which tney had not tarried to
pick up when tho coveted jewelry was once
within their clutohea. it was thus appar¬
ent that between ten and eleven o'clock
In the evening these daring marauders
had entered u store on tue most public thoroughfare
oi l ho city, blown open u sate and mado their escape
with all their valuubc booty. How valuable th.s
was and how greatly these burg art mtistAtave re¬
joiced iu tiieA good forttino can be judged Troin the
following hat oi articles stolen:.one a.amond neck¬
lace, one diamond bracelet with a watch enclosed,
one opal diamond set of pin and earrings, one enam¬
elled diamond set, Ave gold watches and chains, one
emerald and cluster diamond rln<, one opal and
diamond ring, live cluster diamond pins, two flno
stone diamond rings and three so'liaire diamond
rings. A lull description ol all these articles has
been left at (no detective police ottlce utul most
s'.rennoas efforts will in msdo to recover the prop¬
erty, utul us a correlative to capture the burglars
who thus flouted their crime In tne very eyes of tho
guaniiaus of the city's po.ice and treasures.

THE TWENTY-T,i!W STREET STACE lONERY.
George Williams, Knows In somo placet by this

n.nne, but In many iuoro by the elegant title of
.\swect-soented Flower*," Who was urrentcd on

Thursday night, atute corner of Bond street and
L'roadway, at ttu instance of Dr. John 11.
Hoii^iaa, of No. 12 Clinton place, who loot hm watch,
valued at $350, iu a Twenty-third s'reet stage, us al¬
ready roportcd m the HssaXD, wan arraigned before
Justice Dodge, nt tho Jefferson Mantel 1'olico Court,
yesterday morning. Dr. Douglas narrated the eircnm*
stau :es of this adroit robbery, stating that on the
ought m question lie jumped into a stag] on Ninth
avenue, between ten ail eleven o'clock, end sat on
t ie right bM;, lu inch a position that no one
o 'g| occupy a place at hid left li.u.<1;

th it I11.4 valuable timepiece was then In
his right ha d vest pocket; that after proceeding
down the avenue a vera! totpekv threo or four men
entered, among whom was Williams, and soon as
m pportuntty presented lie toot as ..ton ttiocom-
p ulmini's it in sine; he sin \« ry c.eno to liiiu, and
a tin es turned ami leaned « m mm In a manner
very susp c us, < miesto ing. :.* it were, to look out
of fne window. lulling thai I.tilo byoluy Hu.iuius
made a Motion towards lue IKxmr'a vest, When lie
distinct y felt a pi t:-iure, una intiu' Jutaiy nftorwsrds
W i liar ni arose to get out of th- stage, standing tor
a atom m however, ta king m itit uuo ot his incn is.
At tide instant Dr. Douglas missed Uh vwiic.u and
i'h<! wht u ne rutin r abruptly check* I thb progress
of "1 lowers"undfti ciHc i in u o. oumg the thief, dy
t'stb <j Fourth street had been reached and Wu-
Mams' rnends alighted, going towards tno BoWsry,
and nt Bond sum t in. ieit, followed by coioplainaut,
whoatfiact bad him arres.cd by officer money, of
the I io.'iith precinct, au eonviiiod to he station
house. r:i :je particulars givei clenrlf and con-
rt cly by the coinplginatiy creuti i auoh an luiprea-
Hton upon nil tfce coart fCiclais that more than ono
who deal only in police vernacular waa heard to
exclaim, "Wi'i, the.v havegot oau of the boys 'dead
to ryots'at list:'' and rcnily iuo circumstances at¬
tending this bold robiiery appear Incontrovertible,
"l u.v, -rw," In his informal examination upon the
cinuge, «aid howast drty-o gnt years of age, bom
in < ii ii.d. N. v., was a olerx and not gaily, lie
war committed to nnswi r without ball.

B'jrifiLARY IN HUDSON STREET.
One of the members ofthe nnmorous smith family,

known as Thomas, was caught m nn unpleasant
position on Christmas eve by oiilccr ( lbson, of the

precinct, who found him at an untimely hour
of tbe night In the store of William A. Heaman, No.
501 Hudson street, which ho bad fore ittfjr entered
without aothortty. iho Otroumstanccs attending
Hie burglary arc few, Inasmuch as tno offi or hear¬
ing the onter front door of tins place Mb ten open,
at oic< ."pair I tp t.lic spot, i iccrvlng a o.ulfbdciate
of width's on tussidewalk k oping guard, while US
narked D i'ore, 'in form ir in iivMnnl at Oftde,
whtn Biirrir.aed, took to Ida littin and rs-
("iped. but Tl-'.nns *.* found mmo taking
a u"iuji'il observation of Stutteri. w th prupe >> .i

.i.. p..,.i s.oii, and, although van at my e> *

only »v» pi t sufutih .t at*. »e n ,s .>

I. I;, .0, .1 ll.';.

house and yesterday arraigned bc-fce Jnstlce Dodge,
at the Jefferson Market Police Court, to answer the
cnurge oI burglary. The property found in his pos¬
session when arrested was recognized by Mr. Hea-
uiau. Thomas, who certainly does nut possess a
very attractive physiognomy, in hla answer to the
charge, said that lie was twenty-one years of age,
bo n in this city, a laborer and had nothing to say.
lie was commuted to answer in default of $3,0J0
bail.

SHOOTING AFFRAY.
On Thursday night officer John Maloy, of the

Seventeenth precinct, when at the corner of Four-
teeuth street and Second avenue, was called by the
conductor of a Grand and Forty-second street car to
suppress a disturbance on the front platform of the
car, caused by the conduct ot a party of four row¬

dies, one of whom proved to be one James Clark, a
somewhat noted character. The gang resisted the
interference of the officer in their sports, and when
he attempted to remove them from the platform, one
of them flred a pistol Bhot, which struck the officer
In the cheek, passing out of bis mouth, making a
severe but not dangerous wound, other shots were
rapidly tired by the gang, but all, fortunately, proved
harmless. The rutltaus then fled, and All, for the
time, escaped arrest; but, as Clark Is well known,
it Is thought that all of them will be apprehended.
Clark, so far as is known, did uot participate In the
shooting, und his name occurs only because ne was
the only one of the party Identified. The wounded
policeman was removod to ilellevne Hospital by
several officers, who were attracted to the spot by
the reports of the pistols.

STAEBING AFFRAY.
At an early hoar yesterday morning ITugh Camp¬

bell, the burtender at the Magnolia Hotel, No. 208
Chambers street, became engaged in a difficulty with
David tiulnn and attempted to eject him from the
saloon. A scuffle ensued between the two men, In
the course of which, It is alleged, ijulnn used a knife,
stabbing Campbell In the left side, lutlictlfig a very
serious wound. The Injured man was removed to
the New York Hospital, agd Quinn, having been ar¬
rested by officer Thornton, of the Third precinct, is
detained to await tlio result of Campbell's Injuries,
the latter betug yesterday In a very dangerous con¬
dition.

ENORMOUS PROPERTY FRAUDS IN CHICAGO.
The City Reported to be Swindled Out of

Two Millions* Worth of Real I'.state.
[From the Ohicago Post, Dec. 23.]

We understand that the proper authorities of the
city are engaged in examining into certain fraudu-
leut transactions connected with the real estate of
Chicago and that progress enough has been mode In
the Inquiry to justify the belief that property to the
amount ot fully $2,000,000 has, by parties yet un¬
known, been stolen by means of fraudulent tax
titles and forged deeds, for the benefit of whomsoever
may have been concerned. We are not yet tn pos¬
session of all the facts, bat it appears from what we
have learned that many eases of robbery involving
large tracts of property Inside the city limits have
been suspected, and thai among these are the fol¬
lowing, as samples of more:.
Kighty acres of land, the property of the city, near

Brighton. This Is covered by a forged or fraudulent
deed to one David Stark, who Is believed to be a
myth. We arc without the date of the alleged trans¬
fer, bat the transaction is a recent one. David stark
appears to be a careless owner. Once In possession
or Ills property he neglected to pay tuxes. As a con¬
sequence the laud has been sold again and again for
these dues and is now covered by tax titles the
worth of which, though they staud in various names,
somebody doubtless knows. The last transfer ap¬
pears to be by one Walter H. Frailer, once In the
employment of the city, to Isaac Cook, the considera¬
tion being one dollur. How Mr. Frazier came by
the right to make a deed will lie a proper subject for
Inquiry. In relation to this tract the object of the
cousptrators seems to have been piaiu, viz.:.to get
the property by means of a forged deed from the city
out of the city's possession and then to allow title to
be forfeited by frequent tax sales und the right of
possession, of course all these will be vitiated by
the prlmury fraud; but somebody has been or Bomo-
body might lie victimized, nevertheless.

lit the North division, between Clark and Lasalle
streets, is a large tract of city property, now having
on F thlrly-eight houses, which also appears to have
been stolen by means ot a forged deed from the city
to one Ira Judd, who is, like Daniel Stark, unknown
and unfiiidable. The consideration In thts case was
also one dollar; and the modeof perfecting, or rather'
of accumulating, evidences of title seem to have
been akin to If not identical with that adopted by
those who manipulated the tract at Brighton. Wo
are sorry to know that several estimable citizens,
uinong whom £rc Mr. Loring. the architect, and
Hubert Linc oln, son of the laio President, are likely
to be sufferers by the frand, they having la good
fait h purchased lots in tho tract In question. The
value of tho property la very great.
A large piece of laud In the adjoining town of Pa-

los has also been run away with. A deed of this
was made to the city br a distinguished citizen,
now dead.w. II. Drown. But this deed,
though deposited tn the archives by Mr.
Drown never was recorded. it was ab¬
stracted by some one having access to the
city papers. And then certain parties, ;w yet name¬
less, went to work to get a quit claim from the
owner who deeded It to Drown, and, after this was
accomplished, the machinery of tax sales and tax
bills was resorted to and witu the usual success.
These are specimen bricks, but how many more

there muy be In the pile we have not learned. It
la ovhlenl on the face of these transactions that
some utan who was familiar with the city business,
who had an intimate knowledge of its real property
and who had access to the papers has had a share,
if not the sole agency in these frauds. At the
time they were committed tho value of the lots and
lands stolon was not large, but tho advance of pro¬
perty in the last few years has been so great that the
supposed present worth of the grouud In dispute
cannot be loss than $2,000,000.

GENERAL GRANT AND PLUNDER SCHEMES.
[Prom the Cincinnati Gazette (radical), Dec. 21.]
Grant, during his late trtp from Chicago to this

city, remarked to a gentleman In company that he
feared the "carpet-baggers" would swamp the gov¬
ernment before no could take possession of the
u nite House. Ily carpet-baggers he meant the largo
congregation of Individuals now at Washington with
their pockets full of schemes, the object of which Is
to deplete the Treasury. General Grant spoke very
freely on this subject. lie did not hesitate to
denounce the business as pupiic robbery and
the schemers as public robbers. "I am not
In favor, Hlr." salJ Grant, "of directly or Indirectly
increasing the public debt wldle there is a party lu
the country that talks aiwrnt repudiation. Farther-
more. It Is absolutely necessary that we shonld have
the strictest honesty In the co lection or the revenue
and the strictest economy In all expenditures."
This Is Grant's platform. lie makou no Becrct of It.
The plunderers know It. They have beon to seo tho
President elect. Pending the session of Congress
tliey asked him, with reference to some of their gi¬
gantic railroad schemes, It he could not favor them
to remain neutral. In reply ho said he would use
his influence to defeat all plunder schemes. He
will keep his promise. He will, furthermore,
mark the plunderers, whether in the lobby or In Con¬
gress. Now if the public desire some particulars of
the schemes General Grant reierred to, or desire to
get a glimpse or tiic plaus cut out lor the winter by
the congressional lobby, wc refer them to tho Wash¬
ington letter printed in this paper. In all these
schemes Congressmen are of coarse intonated, l«et
the people keen an eye on Congressional movements
anil they will soon be able to spot the rascals. You
need not keep your eye exclusively oa the demo¬
cratic side. In plunder schemes political lines are
not drawn. The corruption ists limit in couples,
bet ns. if imwuble. bring a public sentiment to bear
that will keep hands out of the Treasury until Giant
gets Into power. 'lima the Treasury will l>e safe.

NEGRO LAWLESSNESS IN GEORGIA.
[From the savannau Republican, Dec. 22.1

On Friday last t harms K. Uoss aud Archibald
Gnilln appeared heiore Justice P. M. bussed. Jr.,
and made aiudavlt In substance that their .ires arc

continually in eatonod bv an armed organised body
01 lawless negroes «u bkidawuy Island, and that
they are denied, und»*r penalty of death, the right
to Fan or oyattr in the Thunderbolt river, aud that
on the 16tii Insi., when they wore on their way to
Little Tybee creek, fourteen miles below Thunder¬
bolt, and to reach which point they were necos-
¦aiily compelled to pass BkhlAWay Island, and
when immediately opposite to the Confederate l.at-
ter.ew, a t.oavy and shorn lire was opened upon
them by a very large bouv of negroes, and that
they arc thus prevented inm pursuing their voca¬
tion of iisbermon hi.u oystemion. Tula affidavit,
we understand, was banned to Mierltf Doom r ou
bat unlay last.
on y esterday morning two colored men, named

Harvey Miller aud Hetbamin JUvers. appeared be-
fore the same Justice ami ma le oath that ou the 17lh
Iiii.u, when opposite Turner's Hock, on their way to
Littlo T> bee creek, Ilicy were llred upon by an armed
body ot negroes. The shot foil around them thick
snd fust. The negroes ordered them to stop, when
their boat was I ourdod by four armed negroes, Who
compelled them to go ashore with thciii. where tliey
saw about twenty negroes arme l Willi muskets,
rules, Ac. After making numerous Inquiries In
teflerenoe to the late arrests on Wtutemaisli Iaiand
lue.r were released and allowed to grot cod to Little
Tyticecreek. The Justice Issued no warrants, be¬
cause the efllants could not give the names f the
parfli s, but tue allldavit wai Lauded to Sheriff'
Dooncr.
Boss and Grinin testify that th« armed bndKs of

ncgn es on Bkidnway Island have declared the.r pur¬
port- to be to sill snd murder every white man who
shall attempt to pursue lit* voca l'n oi fishing ami
oystertng la the waters below Thunderbolt, and ft
would appear from the atlldavlt of Miller end ittVers,
the colored nun, that they were f ro i upon and ar¬
rested tor the purpose of ascetbJBlng whether or
not they were implicated Inuny way in procuring
the iate am sts near Turner's lleck#
These aihdavits show that there arc orgnnl7cd and

armed bodies Of negroes located on the Mirer Imp. w
Thunderbolt, whose eOject Is to n ust the las 1 and
to prevent all white men, end hip h colored m in as
are not willing to engage in a crusade against w iiiio
men, irom pursuing too oprnpati >a of ustlfngend
Oislerm, in those wati rs. Nov. that this fact ises-
t. 11 .he u» ond a reesonsbiu doubt, ir, certainly »s

duty Otitic ri || uutttoritfoi to Adopt prompt and
iH.a,uiustowate the nnisaaco.

EGYPT.

A Brilliant Egyptian Fete.Presence of Ills'
tinsnlalied iaueete.The Elite of Egyptian
Noclety.investment of the Viceroy With the
Insignia of the Star «of India by Lord Napier
of Qlagdala.

Cairo, Not. 28,1888.
Egypt has recently been the scene of a series of

brilliant feWs. On the 19th Inst, a State ball was
given at the Palace of Ras-el-Ttn in Alexandria. The
Invitations were lssned in the name of "the General,
first ald-de-camp of his Highness the Kedewe" (aa
the I'acha is now called), and were distributed with
more sparing nand than has heretofore been usual
on similar occasions; hence the eagerness to be pos¬
sessed of the precious pasteboard was most intense.
Extraordinary precautions were taken to prevent
any personal transfer of invitations; Indeed those
who were unable to attend the ball were requested
to return their tickets beforehand to prevent their
possibility falling into Improper hands. All the
American travellers In Egypt were furnished with
invitations, at the request cf Mr. Hale, the American
Consul General.
Uls Highness honored the ball with his personal

presence for the flrst time since the year 1864. Some
excitement was caused by a sudden postponement of
the evening from the 16th (that first appointed) to
the 19th, on account of his indisposition; but he re¬
covered his health perfectly so as to be able to be
present Hie whole of a very prolonged evening.
The palace of llas-el-Tin stands on a promontory, nt

the entrance of Aloxau drla harbor. On arriving at
the palace gates the gues ts passed through a long
corridor embellished w Ith military trophies, aud
through ante-rooms cooled by illuminated fountains;
tUence they useended the grand staircase, kept by a
guard of honor of soldiers, and entered a saloon
where the Kedewe (or Viceroy, as it is more conveni¬
ent lo call liiin) was standing with ms sou, the
hereditary 1'rlnce, and Cherif Pacha, his most
trusted minister. The ladies were Introduced
by uahftrs (young gentlemen selected from the elite
of Egyptian society) who pronounced their names to
his lllghuuss. He bowed as each lady made iter reve¬
rence. The gentlemen entered aiouo and bowed.
The Consuls General, as they entered, were invited
to remain in this room with the Viceroy. The other
guests proceeded directly to other apartments.

I may mention that the principal ornament of this
reception room was a beautiful table presented to
Meuemct All (the grandfather of the Viceroy) by
the Pope of Rome. On the edge is an Inscription In
Arabic, which was originally encrusted with dia¬
monds, but tho diamonds were pulled otf by Abbas
Pacha in some exigency of the Egyptian treasury.
When the guests (of whom the number wus seven

or eight hundred, almost one-quarter being ladies)
bad mostly arrived the Viceroy left the recep.
tion room and made the tour of all the apart¬
ments, frequently stopping to address a
few words to soine favored guest. Uls ailable
demeanor and evident good humor produced
a most ravoruble Impression. Meanwhile the dancing
was proceeding roost vigorously in a splendid
saloon of circular form and great size, surrounded
by a corridor which aflorded a convenient place for
whisperings or soft nothings to those who had be¬
come fatigued with the dance. It was mentioned
afterwards that behind a screen which separated
a part of this corridor from the rest the Viceroy's
harem were collected, eager spectators through care¬
fully concealed loop holes, or the scene in whose
pleasures they might not participate save by sigut.
An elegant sapper was prepared, laid out accord¬

ing to the usage here npon numerous small tables,
so that each party or guests might take seats and
be served quietly. A table for the Viceroy was set
in a separate saloon, but he declined to avail him-
seir of this exclusiveness, and entering the
general sapper room he took his place at
one of the tables arranged for the guesrs,
at the same time summoning to the table
a very beautiful lady, as well as her husband
and the gentleman on whose arm the lady happened
at the moment to be resting. The Viceroy's physi¬
cian and his l'rime Minister completed the little par¬
ty of six at this table, and I need not toil you how
jealous were the less favored of the extraordinary
mark of preference accorded to the lady who alone
enjoyed the privilege of sitting by his H ighness' side.
I will not mention iter name, but will tell your readers
that she is of the great Northern nation whose friend¬
ship for America causes so many shudders in diplo¬
matic clrcios, and that by her tact, wit and beauty
she ts worthy of any attention she may receive iu the
most exalted circles of society.
An exhibition of fireworks upon a rait moored in

the harbor opposite the windows of the palace may
be suld to have closed tho entertainment at about
four o'clock in the morning, as it was not until that
hour that tho Viceroy* retired; but the hereditary
Prince remained even longer, and it was later still
before many of the guests could persuade themselvesto withdraw from the pleasure they were enjoying.
Scarcely had we recovered from the cxcltemeut of

the ball when occurred the new excitement of the
arrival or Lord Napier or Magdala, bringing the
lusignla of the Star of India with which to invest
the Viceroy of Egypt, by order of her Majesty
Queen V lctoria. This ceremony took place at Cairo
on the 20th Inst. Lore Napier had been lodged in
one of die Viceroy's palaces, whence ho was con¬
ducted in a gorgeous state carnage, preceded by an
escort of lancers, through the principal streets of
the town of Cairo to a place called the Aba6sleh, on
the edge of the desert, where the Viceroy maintains
a sort of military camp. Lord Napier's carnage was
followed by others containing the British Consul
General and a considerable number of the British
residents in Egypt. None of the members of the
consular body other titan the lintish were pres.
out, thl& being the usage on such occasions.
Arrived at the Abassleh, Lord Napier's mili¬
tary secretary read the letter of the Queen accred¬
iting his lordship to make the investiture, and Lord
Napier read the statute itself conferring the dignity.The Viceroy made a verbal reply, cord Napierpassed the ribbon over the neck of tils Highness and
placed in his hand the star. The ceremony was
brief, but was followed bv an excellent luncheon to
which all present were Invited. There was also a
review of troops, In which I understand the excel¬
lent appearance of the Viceroy's soldiers was much
commended by the British military gentlemen.
The same evening Colonel Stanton, the British

Consul General, gave a dinner at his house In Cairo,
at which were present the hereditary I'rinco of Egypt
and the prtucipal Ministers, as well as Lord Napier
and his staff. Friendly toasts were Interchanged.
The dinner was followed by a ball, attended by
abont 100 persons, chiefly of the English community
m Egypt, and thus the /etc was most brilliantly
brought to a close.
The next day Ixird Mayo, the new Governor Gen¬

eral of India, arrived at Alexandria on his way to
his post, but his scheme of travel appeared to have
no connection with that of Lord Napier, who, it is
said, will visit the works of the Suez canal before
leaving Egypt.

INDIA.
Railroad Enterprise* in Central India.

The report of the directors of the Bombay, Barada
and Central India Railroad states tiiui the to;al
amount received on consolidated stock, shares and
debentures to the .10th of June last was £7,442,713, of
which £101,614 was received In the half year. The
total expenditure to the same period lti Rnglund and
India amounted to £7,268,7118. The gross revenue re¬
ceipts for the half year earned over the same mileage
as In the corresponding period of 1307 amounted to
£'..'>2,000, as compared witii £2S4,ggo. and showed a
decrease of £12,010, of which £,3,182 arose under the
laud of passengers, parcels, Ac., and £9,430 under
that of merchandise, live stock and miscellaneous
receipts. With regard lo the passengers, there was
an increase in the numbers carried of the Urst and
¦ecpnd class or 082 and 8,164 roupectlvelv, but, owing
partly to the reductlou In the rarcs. the tlrst class
receipts showed a decrease of £2'M and tna
second class an increase of only £067. The average
mileage distance travelled by Crst class pas¬
senger* showed a decrease from 72.74 In 1887 to
94*60 in wis, which of course was also an element in
the money decrease. The falling oil' in the third
c.ass passengers, both in numbers and receipt", was
iio doubt attributable to the general depression and
ins. tivlfy following upon the extraordinary inn.itioii
and collapse of commercial speculation in Bombay
In the last two or three yean. 1 his traffle per ntllb
of tailway compared favorably, however, with that
on the other Indian lines, and the existing fare of
one-half pence per nnle practically secured tiio
truffle of the districts served by this line. In the
merchandise truffle the falling off arose principally
in cotton and grain. The h.iii-year's receipts, though
actually loss In amount, had Increased per train mile
from lis. 3-17d. to los. »ued., in conseqnenco of the
reduction wld h was effected in the train mileage to
the extent of 6o,l< J miles. The gross expenses
amounted to £163,217, w hich was a reduction of
£3,271 on those ef the corresponding period. Tha
net, revenue am ranted to $89,830 19a. 10d., which
compared With £1 »3,i78 8s. 4d. in the corresponding
period or 1887. Hut from this was deducted tin?
£27,606 as a special res rvo lor fencing.

THE H0J3AC TUNNEL CGITRACT.
Tim Work to Ho finnplctcd in Five Years.

[From the I los: on Advertiser, Deo. 26,]
The contract between the Commonwealth und

Me-sr*. Walter A Francis shanly lor the completion
of the Hoosac tunnel was signed yesterday. By tho
terms of thin Instrument the contractor* nnieoio
complete tiio tunnel and lay down lour end three-
quarter miles of substantial railway track through
it, rated at $14,o<ki per inilo.for f4,wa.ooib imy
agree to begin operations at once with energy,
and by the 1st day of May next to deepen
the central shaft fourteen 1tithes per day, an.i
to advance from the cast and west iu a

2.0 feet per month. They engage to curry
.lotrn the v ntral abaft totucbaso >( tpe tunnel ny
May 1. J"70. and tbercarter to advance from four
lac s the full-s red tunnel at tho r*to of ...'on feet
per year. At this rate of pr igresti then w Mil I com-

.ecnrttv in 1600,000 fortlw completion o( the work
on t he tonus prescribed, by Stipulating that they Will
call for no money until tho Mate engineer nertllies
ttiat tlm work done at leas than average rates shall
exceed tuUO.oo''. They also a^reo that twenty per
gent <>f tho remunerationrorwork done shall be
reserved and pad ou wvuipiouou ul tho uudui takiug.


